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I. FROM THE EDITOR

Reflecting a robust meeting in Honolulu, and the annual inclusion of the
Officer Reports, this issue of the newsletter offers quite a lot of information
on recent ASAO activities. So sit back, pour yourself a tasty beverage and
enjoy.

Thanks to the officers, session organizers and members for working
together to help make the issue come out in a timely fashion.

The deadline for submission to the September newsletter is August 20th. I
will be away for research through August 9th, so please be patient if I don’t

respond or acknowledge materials received until after that date.

Jamon Halvaksz

Jamon Alex Halvaksz

Department of Anthropology
University of Texas at San Antonio
One UTSA Circle

San Antonio, Texas 78249
<jamon.halvaksz@utsa.edu>




II. FROM THE CHAIR

Waikiki’s urban kitsch, gorgeous beach, and high-rise hotel-land, all swathed in balmy
ambiance, provided the setting for ASAO’s 2011 meeting. There were, as always, a few
challenges leading up to the meeting. This year it was the hotel declaring that we had to pay
extra to plug in computers in session rooms, and were not allowed to project onto the walls,
but were obliged to rent screens and power strips at exorbitant rates for those sessions
planning to incorporate slides. This was just another reminder that the more we can rely on
old-fashioned face-to-face contact and discussion in our sessions rather than high-tech gizmos,
the more money and trouble we save our great organization and the people who make it work.
Another glitch was a last-minute request to host a special session, which we were unable to
accommodate because all our rented spaces were fully occupied. We all regret the lost
opportunity, and will endeavor to leave a space open in the schedule of future meetings to
attempt to accommodate such windfalls when we can; but we should all remember, too, that
impromptu sessions have been officially encouraged for many years, and organizers are free to
set up informally and for free at nearby venues such as cafes, in consultation with the program
coordinator on site.

Otherwise, the hotel was great, and in addition to a very busy roster of successful sessions,
past chair Joshua Bell organized a tour of the Bishop Museum by its Cultural Resource
Specialist Marques Hanalei Marzan. Other high points were a welcoming chant by Marques at
our opening plenary, and Jonathan Kay Kamakawiwo‘ole Osorio’s thought-provoking
distinguished lecture, sandwiched between lovely musical performances, that reminded us that
recognizing our connections to past and future generations helps guide our decisions toward a
more sustainable future.

As someone who has been to every ASAO meeting since my first in Pensacola, Florida in 1998,
two years before I earned my P.D., I am what we call in Canada an ASAO “keener.” Anyone who
has attended one of our meetings knows the engaging and supportive sociality, and the
intellectual enrichment and productivity that this organization’s people and culture make
possible. My doctoral advisor at the University of Wisconsin-Madison, Maria Lepowsky, had
been touting the value of ASAO to me for years, and I'll always be grateful to her for connecting
me with this special organization, where all, from beginning students to senior scholars, come
together to learn from one another in a spirit of informal collegiality. What other organization
encourages sessions to meet and advance together over three years? What other organization
sets the expectation that all participants in a session read and react in depth to every other
participant’s paper? What other organization gears sessions specifically toward joint
publication? We have a very special association here. I am delighted to have the opportunity to
partly repay the benefits I have received as a member by acting this year as chair.

We owe thanks to outgoing past chair, Toon van Meijl, who did a tremendous service to our
association in shepherding the updating of our bylaws on his watch, a process that is in its
final stages under Joshua Bell’s leadership, first as chair and now as past chair. Joshua has
been a proactive advocate for greater inclusivity and technological progress as chair. Elfriede
Hermann, our retiring board member sitting on the PISF committee, has been ready with
encouragement. Aletta Biersack has ably taken over her seat. I would also like to welcome
incoming board members, Ping-Ann Addo, who will in turn replace Aletta as the board
representative on the PISF committee next year, and Edvard Hviding, who is my heir apparent
as chair-elect.

While the buck stops with the board when it comes to final decisions, ASAO officers handle the
daily work of the organization. Past secretary, Jocelyn Armstrong, stayed on this year, hovering
like a spirit at the margins to provide ancestral assistance, to help our current secretary, Cato
Berg, over his first year. Cato is now showing us how it’s done. Mary McCutcheon, our
treasurer, has been providing us with the information we need to remain in the black as our



meetings become more expensive. On that score, please remember to renew your membership
every year, regardless of whether you plan to come to the meeting: your dues keep our
organization financially secure while helping support the Pacific Islands Scholars Fund (PISF).
Eric Silverman has been hard at it handing membership renewals and the database. Newsletter
editor Jamon Halvaksz has expanded our beloved little rag to include more non-meeting related
information to help us all learn even more from one another. I have particular empathy for
program coordinator Laura Tamakoshi, having done her schedule-organizing job myself. Please
respect the deadlines and constraints she has to work with, and know that she is doing her
best to please everyone even though conflicting demands inevitably make this impossible from
time to time. Welcome to David Troolin, who has stepped in as Laura’s assistant to handle
organizing the book room at our meetings. Mike Rynkiewich has continued to outdo himself as
our intrepid meetings site coordinator, though we are actively seeking a replacement for him. If
you are interested, please contact Mike or me. Mike is available to help you over a year’s
transition period.

Judith Schachter continues to serve us all as the chair of the PISF committee, which evaluated
and awarded travel funds to numerous deserving scholars to come to the Waikiki meeting, with
the added assistance of a one-off extra injection of cash from the board. Everyone knows we
couldn’t get by without Jan Rensel as ASAO archivist and general know-it-all (in the best
possible sense of the term), or Alan Howard as the ever-instantaneously-responding manager of
our informative website, and Mike Lieber as the manager of ASAONET, surely one of the most
well-used listservs out there. Lamont Lindstrom, continuing as Distinguished Lecture
coordinator, continues to bring speakers that highlight our meetings. I am delighted to say that
Professor Polly Wiessner of the University of Utah will be distinguished lecture at our February
8-11 2012 meeting, which will take place in the misty presence of Mount Hood, in Portland,
Oregon.

In May we will hold our annual election for two new board members in addition to voting on
this year’s nominees for honorary fellows, David and Dorothy Counts. This year only two
candidates were nominated for board: Susanne Kuehling and Paige West. The list of electors
will be established on May 1, and only those who have renewed their membership by then will
be eligible to vote. In May, members will be sent an e-mail message with a link that will take
them to the candidate biographies and a ballot. We will continue to print and mail paper
ballots to members who do not have e-mail addresses. Voting will close on June 1st.

So—please renew your membership today, and I look forward to seeing many of you in Portland
in February 2012.

Roger Lohmann
ASAO Chair

III. PACIFIC ISLANDS SCHOLARS FUND

This year’s PISF Committee consisted of Michael Goldsmith and Ping-Ann Addo continuing as
members at-large, new member Aletta Biersack representing the Board, and myself as chair.
For this year, we started with an account balance of $8973.00 that could be awarded, a sum
later increased by $5000, thanks to Joshua Bell’s “call” to members.

Travel Awards

We received 21 applications for travel awards by the November 1, 2010 deadline. I sent
electronic copies of all applications to the committee and we agreed upon a rigorous set of
criteria. As in previous years, we looked closely at the abstracts, the letters of
recommendation, and the scholar’s contribution to the proposed session. We also agreed to
focus on younger scholars and on those who had not received funds from PISF recently, as well



as to spread awards among sessions, with priority given to working sessions, then symposia,
and finally informal sessions.

The following awardees were offered support for the meetings in Honolulu, but not all were able
to attend:

Bethany Edmunds — New Zealand (unable to attend)
Dionne Fonoti — Samoa

David Gegeo — NZ/Solomon Islands

Iati Iati — Samoa/NZ

John Kalolo — NZ/Tokelau (unable to attend)
Okusitino Mahina — NZ/Tonga

Kirsten McGavin — NZ/PNG

Tiara Naputi — US/Chamorro

Semisi Potauaine — Tonga (unable to attend)
Teena Brown Pulu — NZ/Tonga

Albert Refiti — NZ/Samoa

Belinda Saltiban — Tonga

Nuhisifa Williams — NZ/Niue

Tatiana Young — US (Hawai'i)

We were pleased by the number of newcomers to ASAO this year, and we welcomed back both
those who missed last year’s meeting and those who made it to Alexandria. Besides travel
assistance, each of our recipients also received, from ASAO general funds, $200 toward hotel
costs, and all attended the Board hosted luncheon on Thursday, February 10th. In addition,
nine scholars received mini-grants, with a waiver of meeting registration fee and a
complimentary one-year’s membership in ASAO.

Total Awards Offered: $11,420.54
Total accepted: $10,530.54

Going Forward

Committee makeup. Aletta Biersack rotated off the committee, and Ping-Ann remains on in
two capacities: representative of the Board and member-at-large. We thank Aletta for her hard
and conscientious work last year. Michael will remain on the committee, and I will remain as
chair.

The committee reviewed the application and award process, and we recommend that the
deadline for all applications be moved back from November 1st to October 1st. This will enable
the committee to make final decisions in time for applicants to apply for further funding, find
economical airfares, and make travel plans. We will further clarify instructions for applying for
Travel Awards and for mini-grants on the website. We will also post detailed guidelines for
session organizers regarding letters of recommendation.

Additionally, we will consider the possibility of multi-year funding (2 years) for session
organizers. We will post clarification of VISA requirements on the website. And we will discuss
ways of increasing the PISF funds. This year was wonderful, and we hope to be able to be as
generous—perhaps even more generous—in the future.

We thank ASAO members for their generous contributions, which support ASAO’s travel
awards — and we encourage all to donate as this year goes on. These funds make a big
difference in the professional lives of our young Pacific Islands colleagues. For those who pay
taxes in the USA, donations to the PISF are tax deductible.

Judith Schachter, PISF Committee Chair



IV. FROM THE PROGRAM COORDINATOR

For this issue of the newsletter I have gathered reports of the sessions held at the 2011
meeting in Honolulu as well as proposals for new sessions. For all new sessions and sessions
that will continue at the 2012 meeting, I ask that the organizers send updated
announcements to me (lauratamakoshi@yahoo.com) by August 20th for their inclusion in
the September newsletter. Please mark this and other ASAO deadlines (below) on your
calendar now. I have also included my officer’s report on the 2011 Honolulu meeting along
with guidelines, responsibilities, and a timetable for session organizers and participants for
your convenience. Regarding the timetable, please note that there is a new deadline for the
submission of PISF grant applications: October 1, a month earlier than the old deadline.
Please remember a policy adopted by ASAO’s Board in 2008: “For session proposals to be
entertained, organizers must be ASAO members in good standing at the time the proposals are
submitted. For session proposals to be accepted and announced in the Newsletter and on the
ASAO Web site, organizers must preregister and prepay dues for the year in which the sessions

will be held.”

TIMETABLE FOR SESSION ORGANIZERS AND PARTICIPANTS:

DEADLINE INFORMAL SESSION WORKING SESSION SYMPOSIUM
March 20 To Program To Program To Program
Coordinator: Coordingator: Coordinator:
announcement of Report on informal Report on working
proposed session. session held at annual session held at annual
meeting; call for papers, meeting; next steps,
deadlines, etc. deadlines, etc.
August 20 To Program To Program To Program
Coordinator: Coordinator: Coordinator:
Updated description of Updated description of Updated descriptions of
proposed session. session and call for session, deadline
papers, deadline reminders, etc.
reminders
October 1 PISF applications due PISF applications due PISF applications due
Before Participants submit Participants circulate

November 1

abstracts to session
organizers and send to
other participants

drafts of papers to
session organizers and
other participants

November 1

To Program
Coordinator:
Updated description of
proposed session; list of
people who have
expressed interest, total
number expected to
attend. Last chance to
have a room and time
scheduled in the

program.

To Program
Coordinator:
Names of participants,
titles of papers, order of
presentation; all
abstracts; which papers
will be read in absentia;
how much time
required.

To Program
Coordinator:
Names of participants,
titles of papers, order of
presentation; first and
last pages of each paper;
which papers will be
presented in absentia;
how much time
required.

GUIDELINES FOR SESSION ORGANIZERS AND PARTICIPANTS

ASAQO is characterized by social informality and collegial cooperation regardless of rank. At the
same time, the rigorous examination of data and ideas in ASAO sessions is designed to lead to
high quality, publishable sets of comparative papers on topics of importance in Pacific
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anthropology. The format of ASAO sessions differs from those at many scholarly meetings
where individual papers are presented. Instead, ASAO sessions feature the ongoing give-and-
take required for penetrating intellectual examination of difficult, yet vital, issues. ASAO
sessions are of three types:

A) INFORMAL SESSIONS involve the informal sharing of ideas to determine whether there is
common ground for further inquiry. Anyone who has relevant data is welcome to attend and
participate. If such sessions generate enough interest, participants make plans to develop and
share lists of bibliographic references, draft and circulate papers, and discuss them (possibly
via e-mail) in preparation for the next stage (see below).

Informal Sessions are of two types. Impromptu Informal Sessions can be announced at the
Opening Plenary Session of the annual meeting and posted on the bulletin board in the
registration area during the meeting. These sessions do not have pre-arranged meeting
locations but may meet in available conference rooms, participants’ rooms, or local cafes. The
second type of Informal Session may be announced at the prior year’s meeting, proposed in the
ASAO Newsletter or on ASAONET, or otherwise pre-arranged. To appear in the full schedule of
the annual meeting, which is published in the December Newsletter, announcements of Informal
Sessions must be submitted to the Program Coordinator by November 1 (see Timetable).

The level of organization for Informal Sessions varies. Participants are not required to write
papers in advance, although it is helpful to session organizers if people advise them of their
interest beforehand. If planned with sufficient lead-time, some Informal Sessions may be well
organized, with pre-circulated abstracts or papers and, perhaps, be only one or two papers shy
of meeting the criteria for a Working Session.

Thus time given to Informal sessions will vary depending on the number of committed
participants or people indicating an interest in the topic, and the level of organization of the
session. Ordinarily, scheduled Informal Sessions will be given no more than three hours of
meeting time, and most will receive only one and a half hours.

B) WORKING SESSIONS are based on prepared papers that are briefly summarized (NOT
READ) during the session. Abstracts, if not drafts of papers, must be precirculated among
session organizers and participants. Most of the meeting time during the session is allocated
for discussing common themes, with an eye toward finding coherence and preparing for a
second round of writing.

Session organizers can be imaginative in how they organize Working Sessions. Participants
should respond to and make constructive suggestions on each other’s papers. If complete
drafts are precirculated, some organizers assign people to read particular papers and prepare
commentary ahead of time; some have participants present each other’s papers, allowing the
authors time afterward to clarify points and respond to questions. One or more invited
discussants can be helpful at this stage, but again, only if complete drafts of papers are
circulated in advance.

Working Sessions form the heart of ASAO meetings and require considerable time for the
discussion of provocative ideas, the analysis of different approaches, and the search for core
themes. Accordingly, Working Sessions are ordinarily given first priority when meeting time
and space are allocated. Time will be allocated according to the number of participants
attending and presenting papers.

A minimum of seven participants presenting papers in person at the meeting is required
for Working Session status. A list of participants, paper titles, and copies of their abstracts must
be sent to the Program Coordinator by the November 1 deadline (see Timetable). Sessions that



do not meet these criteria by the November 1 deadline will appear on the Program of the
Annual Meeting as Informal Sessions.

C) SYMPOSIA are sessions that normally have met at a lower level of organization at least once
before. Papers must be precirculated among the session organizers, participants, and any
invited discussants. Contributors do not read their papers but discuss the key issues that arise
from them. Conversation in the session focuses on those issues and provides a constructive
critique that contributes to building a coherent set of papers or book chapters.

Time should be set aside during the Symposium to discuss whether and how to pursue
publication. Options include the ASAO Monograph Series (which has an informal right of first
refusal for volumes arising from ASAO sessions) or other academic publishers; a special issue
of an appropriate journal; or separate publication of individual papers.

Some Symposia may require only an hour and a half to wrap up unfinished business, while
others may need as much as six hours to discuss issues, themes, and future plans.
Symposium organizers should advise the Program Coordinator of their time requirements.
The presence of seven participants with precirculated papers is required for full Symposium
status. A list of participants, paper titles, and copies of the first and last pages of their papers
must be sent to the Program Coordinator by the November 1 deadline (see Timetable). Sessions
that do not meet these criteria by the November 1 deadline will appear on the Program of the
Annual Meeting as Informal Sessions or Working Sessions, according to their level of
preparedness as judged by the Program Coordinator.

RESPONSIBILITIES OF SESSION ORGANIZERS:

1) Submit the required information about your session to the Program Coordinator by the
March 20, August 20, and November 1 deadlines.

2) Assist any Pacific Islands scholars who are interested in applying for support from the
Pacific Islands Scholars Fund.

3) Advise the Program Coordinator by no later than November 1 of any particular scheduling
needs (e.g., late arrivals, early departures, or potential conflicts with other sessions).

4) Advise the Program Coordinator by November 1 of any other special needs. The hotels are
responsible for providing equipment for those with disabilities. In all other cases, however, the
rental of equipment from hotels is quite expensive for ASAO. Session organizers should
encourage their participants to make their own arrangements for costly equipment but must
inform the program coordinator of such arrangements as each hotel has different policies on
what kinds of equipment and set-up must be organized through the hotel or can be done
independently.

5) Send the Program Coordinator your contact information and advise of any changes during
the year.

0) Plan to attend both the Opening Plenary and Closing Plenary Sessions at the annual
meeting. All session organizers are expected to deliver a Closing Plenary Report on the results
of their sessions and future plans. If the organizers cannot be present at the Closing Plenary,
they should appoint one of the participants to deliver the report. A written copy of the report
must be sent to the Program Coordinator before the March 20 deadline.



RESPONSIBILITIES OF SESSION PARTICIPANTS:

1) Please respect the deadlines for your particular session and your session organizer's
responsibility for meeting the overall deadlines (see Timetable). Submit and circulate your
abstracts and draft papers on time. Advise the organizer well in advance of the organizer’s
November 1 deadline as to whether you will be able to attend the session in person.

2) Members should limit themselves to participation in no more than two sessions, preferably
at different levels. In the past, problems have sometimes resulted from members participating
in multiple sessions. For the ASAO format to work, contributors must give their sessions their
undivided attention. Multiple participation creates scheduling conflicts, which often disrupt
sessions and distract contributors. If you must be in more than one session, please send the
Program Coordinator a note indicating your priority. First priority in case of scheduling
conflicts will go to session organizers and discussants. However, since ASAO sessions are
lengthy and relatively few in number, there is no guarantee that scheduling conflicts can be
avoided.

All program related correspondence should be sent to ASAO Program Coordinator, Laura
Zimmer-Tamakoshi, 338 W. Union Street, West Chester, PA 19382, USA; tel (610) 429-9213,
e-mail lauratamakoshi@yahoo.com

Laura Zimmer-Tamakoshi
Program Coordinator

V. 2011 SESSION REPORTS
FORMAL SYMPOSIA

Forests of Oceania
Organizers: Joshua A. Bell and Paige West

We would like to take this opportunity to thank our participants and those who attended our
lively all-day session on Friday. Unfortunately Warilea Iamo, Jennifer Gabriel and Michael
Wood were unable to attend the meetings, and Edvard Hviding had a concurrent session.
Despite their absences, the assembled group productively discussed the updated papers and
thought through the various themes that the papers presented and cohered around. The
themes that emerged included: value and the scale-making processes by which forests are
turned into resources; how logging is intimately tied up with other extractive processes such as
mining, oil/gas, and science and how these different processes shape the perception of forests
as carbon sinks, money, conservation areas, firewood, and home of the ancestors; violence;
memories and histories materialized in forests and their products and finally the intimate place
that forests have in communities lives.

The group is proceeding to a publication, and we have decided to submit the collection to the
ANU e-press in order to be freely and widely accessible.

Joshua A. Bell, Natural History Museum, Smithsonian Institution, PO Box 37012,
Washington, D.C. 20013-7012, USA; tel. 202-506-1935; <bellja@si.edu>

Paige West, Department of Anthropology, Barnard College and Columbia University,
New York NY 10027 USA; tel. 212-854-5933; <cw203 1@columbia.edu>
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Ta-Va (Time-Space) Theory of Reality: The Birth of an Indigenous Moana Theory
Organizers: Hiifanga 'Okusitino Mahina, Maui-Tava-He-Ako Tévita O. Ka'ili, and Kula -'i-
Ma’ofanga Ping-Ann Addo

The symposium entitled “7a-Va (Time-Space) Theory of Reality: The Birth of an Indigenous
Moana Theory” was organised by Hifanga "Okusitino Mahina (Vava™u Academy for Critical
Inquiry and Applied Research [VACIAR]), Maui-Tava-He-Ako Tevita O. Ka'ili (Brigham Young
University Hawai'i), and Kula-i-Ma ofanga Ping-Ann Addo (University of Massachusetts). This
year’s symposium, however, all began respectively as informal sessions in Kauai, Hawai'i,
2005, and in San Diego, USA, 2006, followed by a working session in Santa Cruz, USA, 2009.
Specifically, the session was initiated as part of a broader intellectual movement involving a
new line of theoretical development based on the so-called indigenous Moana / Oceania
concepts and practices ta and va or, for that matter, ka and wid, translated into English as
“time” and “space.”

The symposium critically examined ti time and va space from an indigenous Moana / Oceania
perspective. In a temporal sense, ti time signifies the marking of time, in terms of tempo, beat,
pace, rate, change, rhythm, and social act. For example, in Tonga, tinafa, rhythmic beating of
drums, and tasipinga, setting (tempo-marking) examples, are both processes of marking time in
space. On the other hand, va space signifies a relational space between time-markers (t). It is
a space that is fashioned through the relationship between time-markers such as beats,
markings, objects, or people. Furthermore, va space points to the nature or quality of the
relationship. For instance, vamama’o indicates a distant physical space between things and
valelei signifies a good social space between people.

These indigenous spatiotemporal concepts have given birth to a groundbreaking Moana /
Oceania theory known as the Ta-Va (Time-Space) Theory of Reality. Amongst its many specific
and general ontological and epistemological tenets are the following:
e That ontologically ta time va space are the common medium in which all things are, in a
single level of reality, spatio-temporality or four-sided dimensionality;
e That epistemologically ta time and va space are social products, involving their varying
social arrangements across cultures;
e That ta time and va space are the abstract dimensions of fuo form and who content,
which are, in turn, the concrete dimensions of tz time and va space;
e That ta time and va space, like fuo form and uho content, are inseparable in reality, as
in nature, mind, and society;
e That all things in reality, that is, nature, mind and society, stand in eternal process of
relations of cycle and exchange, giving rise to conflict or order;
e That conflict and order are of the same logical status, in that order is itself a form of
conflict; and
e That the symmetrical arrangements of ti-va time-space give rise to ta‘imalie harmony,
while their asymmetrical configurations lead to tamaki disharmony.

One of the main purposes of the session was to both execute and exact a radical shift of the
axis of current anthropological investigation from the epistemological to the ontological,
thereby combining both utility and quality of knowledge in the development of a realist, ta-va
time-space, critical Moana / Oceania anthropology. Another was to advance the Moana /
Oceania view that both ti time and wva space are indivisible in reality, where they must be
examined together for gaining a deeper understanding of physical, mental, and sociocultural
realities. Herein, it was argued that the separation of ti time from va space runs parallel to the
severance of history from culture, thereby leaving Moana / Oceania peoples both “timeless”
and “history-less.” The same applies to the separation of mind from reality, ti-va time-space, as
well as the failure of mind to comprehend formal, substantial, (and functional) conflicts in their
transcultural arrangements.



Out of the fifteen possible paper presenters who expressed an interest in attending and
participating in the session, there were only twelve who met the deadlines. While that was so,
the three who submitted their papers later in the piece were nevertheless pre-circulated
amongst the participants, with a view for discussions outside the official time-space for the
symposium, and, more importantly, for inclusion in the planned up and coming publication.

Here are the twelve papers, with both authors and titles:

e Hifanga 'Okusitino Mahina: "Time, Space and Culture: A New 7@-Va Theory of Moana
Anthropology;"

e Maui-Tava-He-Ako Tévita O. Ka’ili: "Tavani: The Intertwinedness of 7a-Va in the Tongan
Language;"

e Kula-i-Ma’'ofanga Ping-Ann Addo: "Tongan Textiles in Time and Space: Marking Tongan

Temporal and Social Relationships in Tonga and Abroad;"

Nuhisifa Seve-Williams: "Reading Realities through Ta-Va;"

Unasa Leulu Felise Va’a: "Cultural Perceptions of Tz and Va: Samoa;"

Leali’ifano Albert Refiti: "Teu le va and Tausi le va in Samoan Thought;"

Dianna Georgina: "Circles of Self: Time-Space in Traditional Samoan Dance, Culture

and Selfhood;"

e Pamela Rosi: "Concepts of Ta-Va (Time-Space) in the Art Practice of Samoa-Aotearoa
artist Shigeyuki Kihara;"

e Kolokesa Uafa Mahina-Tuai: "Tatau: Symmetry, Harmony, and Beauty in the Art of
Sémisi Fetokai Potauaine;"

e Sémisi Fetokai Potauaine: "Tataw: Symmetry as Conflict-Mediation of Line-Space
Intersection;"

e Victor Narsimulu, Sweeney Windchief, Feleti Matangi, and "Anapesi Kaili: “Toward a
Theoretical and Practical Study in Pacific Critical Thought: Entering Cautiously into
Shared Spaces in Indigeneity;” and

e  Hifanga 'Okusitino Mahina: "Takohi: Drawing in Tongan Thinking and Practice."

Apart from three papers, which critiqued issues of some general nature particularly relating to
theory and practice, education and research, culture and language, race and ethnicity, and
indigeneity and equity connected with Moana / Oceania peoples, both locally and in the
diaspora, the other nine papers were specifically situated in Tonga and Samoa, both
geographically and ethnographically. Of the nine papers, three delved into the interface of ta
time and va space and ethnography, in the broader context of the ti-va time-space theory of
reality, and the rest dealt with different genres of art, ranging from performance through
material to fine arts, informed by the theory of tavaism. As for the pre-circulated papers by
Telesia Kalavite, Micah Van der Ryn, and Courtney-Savali L. Andrews, Kalavite addressed
education amongst Tongans in Aotearoa New Zealand, and Van der Ryn and Andrews focused
largely on various aspects of Samoan material and performing arts respectively, all from a
tavaist spectacle.

While the diversity of subject matters of investigation by all the authors are both geographically
and ethnographically constituted, the ti-va time-space theory of reality provides a common
thread that unifies them formally, substantially, (and functionally) into a unified whole. This
theoretical unity of diverse topics was developed over the whole of the four sessions, with a
view towards a publication where they, by way of form, content, (and function), hang together,
commonly interlocked in an integrated theoretical context. By continuing to refine all the
papers, we are planning to publish them either as a journal’s special issue or a book. Such a
publication will add to the already increasing volume of publications on tavaism, in addition to
four PhD and two Masters’ theses, ranging from Anthropology through Education to
Architecture, with six more PhD theses on the way in a variety of fields of studies.
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Hiifanga 'Okusitino Mahina (Vava'u Academy for Critical Inquiry and Applied Research);
o.mahina@gmail.com

Maui-Tava-He-Ako Tevita O. Ka'ili (Brigham Young University Hawai'i);

Kula - 'i-Ma 'ofanga Ping-Ann Addo, Department of Anthropology, University of
Massachusetts Boston, 100 Morrissey Blvd, Boston MA 02125 USA, Tel: (617) 287-
6845, ping-ann.addo@umb.edu

Vernacular and Culturally Based Education in Oceania Today: Articulating Global,
National and Local Agendas

Organizers: Marie Salatin and Christine Jourdan

Discussant: David Gegeo

Eight papers were presented during the session all addressing, from various angles, the socio-
political and ideological tensions associated with vernacular and cultural education in colonial,
post-colonial and diasporic situations. All papers were pre-circulated and each one was
assigned a discussant for in-depth treatment during the session. David Gegeo acted as general
discussant. Not only were his comments enlightening, stimulating and generous, but they also
opened up avenues for improvement and further research. Papers addressed tensions between
State logics and indigenous claims, between the democratic ideal in a Western conception and
the recognition of specific collective rights; tensions between "equal opportunity” in school and
discrimination based on race or culture; tensions between the various motives of vernacular
education: patrimonial, political, pedagogical; tensions between the local, national and
international agendas; tensions between cultural relevance and the "utility" of indigenous
knowledge in the so-called "Knowledge Society"

Participants

Nuhisifa Williams (University of Auckland) "Egalitarianism, Merit and Intervention Strategies"

"Okusitino Mahina (VACIAR, Tonga & NZ) "Fuo, Uho, moe "Aonga: Form, Content, and
Function in Moana Education"

Alicia Snyder-Frey (University of California in San Diego) "He Kuleana Ko Kakou : Hawaiian
Language Learning and the Construction of (alter)Native Identities among College
Students in Honolulu"

Kathleen C. Riley (Queens College, CUNY) "Teaching Language, Teaching Culture: Negotiating
the Revival and Transmission of Language and Culture in the Marquesas F.P."

Leslie Vandeputte (Centre de Recherche et de Documentation sur 1'Ocganie, France) "Bislama
in the Educational System? Debate around the Legitimacy of a Pidgin at School"

David Troolin (Summer Institute of Linguistics, PNG) "Initiating a Vernacular Prep School in
Buan Village: Local Voices within a Global Context"

Christine Jourdan (Concordia University) "Language, School and the Middle-Class in Urban
Solomon Islands"

Marie Salatin (Université Paris Descartes) "Decolonization without a Disconnection? Teaching
the Vernaculars in New Caledonia Today"

Discussant: David Gegeo (Macmillan Brown Centre for Pacific Studies, New Zealand)

The discussion of these papers was very lively and exciting and it was decided to prepare them
for publication in a linguistic anthropology or education journal, most likely, with David Gegeo
writing an epilogue for the volume.

Marie Salatin, EHESS and Paris IV (Sorbonne), Paris, FRANCE; <salaun@ehess.fr>
Christine Jourdan, Concordia University, Montreal, CANADA;
<jourdan@alcor.concordia.ca>
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Villages and Their Alters in Melanesian Social Worlds
Organizers: Courtney Handman and Rupert Stasch

This session convened for a rich day of discussions among the authors of six precirculated
papers and a half-dozen or more active audience contributors. (Authors of two additional
precirculated papers were not able to attend.) The papers were case studies of the cultural and
historical specificity of the “village” category in different Melanesian locations, and the political
and cultural principles that are enacted in concrete village-making and village-dwelling
activities. All of them focused in various ways on the relation between villages and other forms
of space. Due mainly to the session organizers’ difficulties in giving the project the time it
needs, we are probably going to seek to publish the papers individually rather than together in
one place.

Courtney Handman, Department of Anthropology, Reed College, 3203 SE
Woodstock Blvd., Portland, OR 97212, USA; <chandman@reed.edu>

Rupert Stasch, Department of Anthropology, UC San Diego, 9500 Gilman Dr., La
Jolla, CA 92093-0532. USA; <rstasch@ucsd.edu>

WORKING SESSIONS

Austronesian Linkages
Organizer: Kun-hui Ku
Discussants: Lamont Lindstrom and Robert Tonkinson

There were 40 people signed in the session and fourteen papers were presented including three
absentees. We had a very lively discussion and some debates in the end. Collectively, we are
not thinking of moving forward as a group next year because the topics covered are quite
diverse. There are roughly two sets of papers: broader comparative Austronesian linkages and
issues of hierarchy in specific ethnographic settings. Some publication plans are under
discussion.

Participants

Toon van Meijl (University of Nijmegen) “Models and Metaphors of Maori Hierarchy”

Thomas Gibson (University of Rochester) “Androgyny in Austronesia”

Cato Berg (University of Bergen) “The Masking of Hierarchy: Austronesian Shrine Names in
Vella Lavella, Solomon Islands”

*Bien Chiang (National Tsing-hua University) “Stranger King(ly Things) and All-Purpose House
Among the Paiwan”

Shu-Ling Yeh (Australian National University; Adjunct IOA, NTHU) “The Paternal Age-Set
System of the Austronesian-speaking Amis of Taiwan”

Kun-hui Ku (National Tsing-hua University) “’Ascribed’ and ‘Achieved’ Status in Austronesian
Taiwan: With Implications for Wider Austronesian World”

Richard Scaglion (University of Pittsburgh) “Austronesian Speakers and Social Hierarchies in
the Pacific”

Glenn Petersen (Bernard Baruch College, CUNY) “When West Met East: Linkages from Eastern
Oceania and Their Impacts in Palau and the Marianas”

Nancy Pollock (Victoria, NZ) “Gastronomy as an Austronesian Linkage”

*Scarlett Chiu (Center for Archaeological Studies, Academia Sinica, Taiwan) “Constructing
Social Identities with Materialized Symbols: A Story Told by Lapita Face Motifs”

Serge Dunis (University of French Polynesia) “Austronesian Mythology: A Reappraisal”

David Blundell (National Chengchi University) “Developing a Concept of Austronesia”

*James J. Fox (RSPAS, Australian National University) “Where Does Oceania Begin?”

Robert Blust (University of Hawai'i) “Proto-Malayo-Polynesian Social Organization: The
Evidence of Language (Once Again)”
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Discussants: Lamont Lindstrom (University of Tulsa), Robert Tonkinson (Emeritus, Academy of
Social Science in Australia)

Kun-hui Ku, Institute of Anthropology, National Tsing-Hua University, 101, Section
2, Kuang Fu Road, Hsinchu, Taiwan, 30013; <kunhui.ku@gmail.com>

Climate Change in Pacific Island Communities
Organizers: Heather Lazrus and Paul Shankman

After two years of exciting informal sessions on climate change in Oceania, this year we
convened as a working session. Our papers reflected the systemic issues, the implications, and
the rapidly rising awareness of climate change impacts in Pacific Island communities. Dr.
Cheryl Anderson, Director of the Hazards, Climate and Environment Program at the University
of Hawai'i, opened the session with an overview of social science research and policy,
addressing climate change in the region as well as suggested institutional collaborators and
funding sources. Ethnographically rich papers were presented by Julius Reese, Michael
Burton, Jaime Bach, Elfriede Hermann, Wolfgang Kempf, and Joeli Veitayaki. Heather Lazrus
concluded the session with an overview of research themes on climate change in island
communities. About 25 people attended throughout the day, and many who did not formally
present engaged in the discussions following each presentation. We hope to gather papers for
publication and to continue again at next year’s meeting.

Heather Lazrus, National Weather Center, 120 David L. Boren Blvd. Ste 2100,
Norman OK 73072-7303, USA; tel 405-325-5862; <lazrus@ou.edu>

Paul Shankman, Department of Anthropology, 233 UCB, University of Colorado-
Boulder, Boulder CO 80309, USA; tel 303-492-6628;
<paul.shankman@colorado.edu>

Collaborative Research and Training: Cultural Heritage, Local Development, and Pacific
Alternatives
Organizers: Edvard Hviding and Tarcisius Kabutaulaka

Our full-day session included eleven presentations by five Pacific Islanders, five Norwegians
and one American. Audio-visuals (including short film screenings) were used for all
presentations. With co-organizer Kabutaulaka absent on short notice for a review of RAMSI in
the Solomons, Tom Mountjoy and Edvard Hviding provided an introduction. Geoffrey White
followed the entire session and acted as closing discussant. On average we had more than
thirty participants in the room throughout, and lively discussion. The session was based on
presentations from invited speakers, ranging from MA students to full professors, all with
connections to the multi-disciplinary project “Pacific Alternatives: Cultural Heritage and
Political Innovation in Oceania”, funded by the Research Council of Norway. Presentations and
discussions revolved around cultural heritage issues, rural and urban social movements, and
local development projects in Solomon Islands, Vanuatu, Fiji, Cook Islands, New Caledonia and
Hawai’i. After this very successful session we intend to move directly towards publication with
the new USP Press.

Edvard Hviding, Department of Social Anthropology, University of Bergen,
Fosswinckels gate 6, 5007 Bergen, NORWAY; <edvard.hviding@sosantr.uib.no>

Tarcisius Kabutaulaka, Center for Pacific Island Studies, University of Hawai'i —
Manoa , 1890 East-West Road, Moore Hall 220, Honolulu HI 96822, USA;
<tkabutau@hawaii.edu>
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Ends of War: Causes of Peace in the Pacific
Organizer: Roger Ivar Lohmann

Six participants presented papers at our session; two additional participants were at the
meeting but unable to attend, plus two participants’ papers were discussed in absentia.
Additional audience members numbered from one to four throughout the day, two of whom
expressed interest in joining our session next year. We would like to meet again as a
Symposium in Portland next year. For greater coherence of the session going forward, all
participants should address the following issues in their papers: definitions of and the
relationship between peace and war, biological, social, cultural, and agentive causes that
generate war and peace, description of cases of transitioning from war to peace or of
maintaining peace, and practical lessons or principles that can be generalized from the cases
described, on how war is successfully minimized and peace made and maintained. Cato Berg,
Cammi Webb Gannon, Iati Iati, Susanne Kuehling, Roger Lohmann, Tiara Naputi, Glenn
Petersen, Jim Roscoe, Ryan Schram, Tobias Schworer, and David Troolin participated in the
working session. With the addition of two non-presenting participants in the audience, Manuel
Raucholz and Katharina Schneider, we have decided to meet again next year as a Formal
Symposium. Additional participants are welcome. Anyone who would like to participate in the
symposium session should contact the organizer. All participants, in person and in absentia,
must provide full, advanced drafts of their papers to the organizer by October 20, 2011.

Roger Lohmann, Department of Anthropology, Trent University, 2140 West Bank
Drive, Peterborough, Ontario K9J 7B8, CANADA; <rogerlohmann@trentu.ca>

From Romance to "Reality": Representations of Pacific Islands and Islanders
Organizers: Judith Schachter and Nancy Lutkehaus

Our working session had fifteen participants including three Pacific Island scholars, as well as
scholars from the Solomon Islands, Germany, Australia, New Zealand, and the United States.
Given the large number of papers presented in the session and the diverse media discussed,
including film, television, photographs, books, travel literature and other written texts such as
websites, and tourist events, there were a variety of themes addressed by the participants.
These included:

Representations of Temporality: The theme of temporality had several different dimensions to
it: (1) Pacific Islands and Islanders as exemplars of timeless, unchanged worlds’ (2) Pacific
Island cultures as representations of the past now lost in other parts of the civilized world; (3)
or Pacific Islands as literally disappearing as a result of global warming and thus exemplars of
the future fate of the world. Another more overtly evolutionary theme was that of Pacific
Islanders as children or “child-like” in comparison to westerners.

Pacific Islanders and “the Savage Slot”: Closely related to the former theme was that of Pacific
Islanders being expected to fill a “Savage Slot” in the way they are represented in film,
television and tourist events and in contrast to the images of Westerners. When
representations of Pacific Islanders seek to transcend these “primitiveist” stereotypes, Western
viewers raise questions of authenticity, even when alternative representations have been
produced by Pacific Islanders themselves.

Commercialization of Representations: Discussions of media images raised the theme of the
commercialization of representations with regard to audience expectation, whether television or
movie viewers or tourists. Do audiences expect certain types of representations of Pacific
Islanders, and if so, which images and which audiences?
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Origins of Western tropes of Pacific Islanders: As the papers covered a range of different time
periods and historical contexts the theme of the origins and perpetuation of various images of
Pacific Islanders (as cannibals, as head-hunters, as child-like, etc.) or common tropes such as
descriptions of the “King/Queen” or “Princess” of a particular island or society, in travel
literature, film, novels, etc. was seen to link a number of the papers.

Other themes included: (1) Change in images over time; (2) Representations of sovereignty and
nationhood; (3) Tourism as the translation of culture; and (4) Indigenous agency in creation of
representations.

We have decided to go on to a full symposium next year in Portland. Final papers will be due
September 30, 2011.

Participants:

Maria Lepowsky (University of Wisconsin, Madison) “‘Anthropophagi in New York’ and Other
Voyagers: Maritime Cultures of Contact and Their Legacies in the Pacific and Beyond”

Nancy Lutkehaus (University of Southern California) “An Anthropologist Looks at Jack
London’s The Cruise of the Snark (1911)”

Terry Brown (Anglican Church of Melanesia) “The Rise and Fall of the Concept of ‘Melanesians
as a child race’ in the Melanesian Mission”

John Taylor (La Trobe University) “Pikinini in Paradise: Photographing the Fantasy ‘Child
Native’ in Vanuatu”

Guido Pigliasco (University of Hawai’'i at Manoa) “Romancing the Stones: the Legendary
Tradition’ of the Fijian Firewalkers”

David Lipset (University of Minnesota) “Representations of Moral Agency in Mutiny on the
Bounty, Hawai'i and Whale Rider”

Judith Schachter (Carnegie Mellon University) “How ‘New’ are the Images? Representations
from the Sovereignty Movement in Hawai’i”

Sarina Pearson (University of Auckland) “Performing ‘Pollywood’: bro’Town”

Dionne Fonoti (National University of Samoa/Ivilasi Films) “Racism, Representations, and
Indigenous Consciousness in Pacific Film”

Jocelyn Armstrong (University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign) “From ‘Romance’ to ‘Reality™
Changing Representations of Maori in the South Island of New Zealand”

Laurence M. Carucci (Montana State University) “Imagining the Marshall Islands”

Juliana Flinn (University of Arkansas at Little Rock) “Oh, Those Poor Islanders and the Threats
to an Idyllic Life on a Beautiful Island”

Kirsten McGavin (Queensland Museum, Australia) “Representations of Pacific Islander Identity:
Ours and Theirs”

Belinda Saltiban (University of Utah) “Transforming Representations from the Margins”

Wolfgang Kempf (University of Goettingen) “Representations of Climate Change on a Pacific
Atoll”

Unable to participate:

Eric Silverman (Wheelock College) “The Rhetoric of Empire and Primitivism: Reading New
Guinea Travel Literature and American Newspapers”

Rolf Hussmann (University of Goettingen) “Old Images Come Back to Kiribati — and New Ones
Emerge: Film Documents Archived in Germany and Their Value as Cultural Heritage for
a Pacific Atoll Country in an Age of Climate Change”

Michael Webb (Sydney Conservatorium of Music, University of Sydney) “Heavenly Music in an
Expanding World: Accounts and Portrayals over the Past Century of Melanesian Hymn
and Choral Singing and a Discussion of Its Meanings”

Nancy Lutkehaus, Department of Anthropology, USC, Grace Ford Salvatori 126, Los
Angeles CA 90089-1692, USA; <lutkehau@college.usc.edu>

Judith Schachter, Department of History, Carnegie Mellon University, Baker Hall
240, Pittsburgh PA 15213-3890, USA; <jmle@andrew.cmu.edu>
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Spatial Orientation
Organizers: Rick Feinberg and Alex Mawyer

About a dozen and a half participants gathered for a memorable, stimulating, ethnographically
robust conversation. Eight participants had well-developed papers which we felt were
individually very fine and could be sent off for publication without much revision. However,
there was general agreement on the value of re-working them as complementary pieces with a
clearly-articulated shared focus that was only latent in our 2011 session. We, therefore,
propose to reconvene in Portland for a second Working Session.

Despite a multiplicity of topics, all the papers were concerned in one way or another with
issues of fuzziness, interruption, or disruption in spatial orientation—a phenomenon that we
might summarize as “ambivalence” in cultural systems. Such themes as way-finding,
cognition, frames of reference, wind compasses, spatial symbolism and political structure,
spatial metaphysics and cosmology, or space and performance all can be (and to a large extent
were) approached from the perspective of “ambivalence.” This, we feel, offers a timely and
significant conversation within Pacific anthropology to which our session can contribute. To
maximize the value of our 2012 Working Session, we suggest treating it as much like a Formal
Symposium as possible. Toward that end we propose that all participants complete and
distribute full papers (not abstracts) by the end of August, that we send one another comments
on the competed papers in the months following, and that the papers should refer to points of
intersection with one another while taking stances on the shared focal issue of ambivalence.
Anyone interested in joining the forthcoming Working Session should contact one of the
organizers. Those who have expressed an interest in continuing with the session include:Kate
Barclay, Brenda Boerger, Rick Feinberg, Joe Genz, Natsuko Higa, Yi-chun Lu, Michelle
MacCarthy, Alex Mawyer, Susan Montague, Marston Morgan, Kate Riley, Harri Siikala,
Katharina Schneider, Micah Van der Ryn.

Alex Mawyer, Department of Sociology and Anthropology, Lake Forest College, 555
N. Sheridan Rd., Lake Forest, IL 60045, U.S.A.; phone 847-735-5239;
<mawyer@lakeforest.edu>

Richard Feinberg, Department of Anthropology, Kent State University, Kent, OH
44242, USA; phone 330-672-2722; <rfeinber@kent.edu>

INFORMAL SESSIONS

Avoiding Giving
Organizer: Elise Berman

This informal session included eight participants who spoke for ten minutes about their work
followed by ten minutes of discussion. The talks were given by Elise Berman, Simonne
Pauwels, Susanne Kuehling, Teena Brown Pulu, Rick Feinberg, Penelope Schoeffel, and Fred
Errington and Deborah Gewertz. Jessica Hardin presented in absentia. The topics discussed
included how people avoid the extraordinary burdens of modern economic life in Samoa,
instant noodles and how they transform the exchange economy in New Guinea, kula as a
method of keeping goods as opposed to giving them, changes in economies and pressure on
individuals to avoid giving, the role of religion, and children's unique position in Micronesia as
people who are permitted to refuse. Altogether our discussion covered Melanesia, Micronesia,
and Polynesia and focused on the various methods and reasons by which people avoid giving
as well as changes in social life that have forced a need to avoid giving. Our spirited discussion
included many participants who did not present their work. 14 people have thus far expressed
interest in continuing with the session.
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We intend to meet as a working session next year. Interested participants should contact Elise
Berman by August.

Elise Berman, PhD Candidate, Department of Comparative Human Development,
University of Chicago, 5730 S. Woodlawn Avenue, Chicago, IL 60637, USA; tel.
(773) 702-0320; <eberman@uchicago.edu>

Engagement with Capitalism
Organizers: Fiona McCormack and Kate Barclay

This well-attended session explored local engagements with capitalism in the Pacific. Fourteen
abstracts were presented. From the discussion two broad themes emerged:

1) Owning and Transferring — How property issues (broadly conceived) are implicated in the way
people own, hold on to and claim new (or reclaim old) things and how people, things and social
relations are reconstituted in this process. In engaging with capitalism new ways of valuing and
transacting objects may emerge which may dispossess former owners, create new opportunities
for owning or in many other ways have social consequences.

2) Local capitalisms — The relationship between capitalist and non-capitalist practices, the
impact of this engagement on traditional patterns of social organization and ideas of
personhood, whether this negotiation enables a locally appropriate form of development or
conversely entrenches people at a disadvantaged position within the world political economy.

For our (final) session next year participants will be asked to develop their paper further with
an eye to exploring the interconnections between these two themes in their own particular case
studies. In discussion with participants, we have decided to pursue publication in two special
issues of a journal, and aim to have the papers ready to submit for publication by mid 2012.

Fiona McCormack, Department of Anthropology, University of Hawai'i, Hilo, 200 W.
Kawili Street, HI 96720, USA; tel. (808) 974-7472; <fionam@hawaii.edu>

Kate Barclay, Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences, University of Technology Sydney,
P.O. Box 123 Broadway NSW 2007, AUSTRALIA; +61 29514 1579;
<Kate.Barclay@uts.edu.au>

Law and Custom in Micronesia
Organizer: Manuel Rauchholz
Discussant: Richard Scaglion

The main goal of this informal session was to consider the relationship between laws and
custom/tradition from the first colonial administrations that introduced their legal concepts
and implemented them in Micronesia up into the present interpretation of law and custom
within the present day independent States of Micronesia: The Republic of Palau (RP), the
Federated States of Micronesia (FSM) and the Republic of the Marshall Islands (RMI). After a
brief introduction by the session organizer the former and first Chief Justice of the FSM,
Edward C. King set the stage by sketching the history of transition and integration of received
law (from the US) into the newly formed constitutional government of the Federated States of
Micronesia (“Law and Custom in the Federated States of Micronesia” pre-circulated paper).
Even before independence, these former US Territories of the Pacific Islands along with their
judges, King emphasized, have been struggling to reconcile introduced law with customary law,
to retain justice, while at the same time retaining ideas of relationship, of group, and
mechanisms of resolving disputes which are not available in constitutiona